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       “Be Kind” 

 

2014-16 GFWC – CHARLOTTE BOARD 
 

Linda Foster, Fran Fuller, Dianna Rabey, Patty Greene, Sylvia Colles,  

Jeana Rohrs, Ellen Fuller, Julie Dart 

 

 (Not pictured:  Marlene Darin, Sharon Kubica, Mary Remenak, Carol Rossio) 

 

 

 

Thank you note for the Senior Tea from a 

Former MyLeads student we sponsored, 

Miranda Steward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chorus opens meeting with musical numbers… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carolyn Maier, Director, Jan Harms, Peggy Nichols, Patty Green, Wendee Morse, 

Chris Olson, Sandy Maatsch, Marlene Darin, Linda Foster, Pam Rinckey, Jeannette 

Sommer, Lori Pray, Sally Jewell, Jo VanderStelt, Judy Whitkopf, Joan Hassleback, 

Nancy Hoskins, pianist. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our own GFWC – Charlotte member, Lori 

Pray, and her husband, Joey, were honored 

as the Grand Marshalls of the Frontier Day 

Parade this year.  

Mobile Meals, Inc. of Charlotte was represented on 

the United Way float by Sally Jewell and Marian 

Johnson. 



 

 

 

Board Talk – Dianna Rabey             

 

 

 

 
Hooray for Fall and the Information Fair! It is one of my favorite meetings. After the 

summer break it’s so good to get together again and also to be reminded of the 

many ways GFWC works in our community. Please if you could not make the 

September meeting or forgot to sign up for a program, look in the New Year Book 

and call the Chairman of the program and let her know that you would like to help. 

Thank you to: 

1. Charlene Sutherland, Lola Wilson, their committee and the husbands who 

helped with all of those tables! It is a big job to set this up but it is so nice to 

have the visual display of all the projects that our club sponsors.  

2.  All of the members who brought donations of new and used items for Eaton 

Clothing and Furniture. They were most appreciative. 

3. Those of you who stepped up and sponsored students in the Tide Me Over 

Program. 

September’s meeting was informative and fun and set the pace for the year. Our 

members have demonstrated enthusiasm in so many ways. I am excited to be your 

President and looking forward to the rest of the year. 

OCTOBER: 

Our next meeting is October 3rd and it is coming up fast! Less than 3 weeks. It will 

be at the Congregational Church. Karen Crouch a Hospice Nurse for 29 years will be 

talking about her book, Love Hugs and Kisses, A Daughters Grief Journal. 

Registration is open so please register on line by September 27, 2014. If you need 

assistance please call Linda Foster and she will help you.  

 We will also learn more about how we can help support SIREN their Wish List is 

below.  

September 23, Wendy’s 5-8PM Crop Walk 10% donation 

October 3, General Meeting, Congregational Church Love Hugs & Kisses 

October 4, Women’s Health Experience 9AM-12 PM at ALIVE 

October 5, CROP WALK at Bennett Park 1:30 

October 6, Last day to order from Schwan’s for their CROP donations 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Information Fair Meeting is well attended.  Chairs described their 
interest areas and sign-up sheets were provided. 
Look in your Yearbook for a list of opportunities 

 and contact the chair if you are interested. 
 

President, Dianna Rabey conducts the meeting.   
 
 
 

Saturday, September 13 marks the 20th 
anniversary of the passage of the Violence 
Against Women Act, GFWC 
International President Babs J. Condon 
spent this week in Washington celebrating 
our past involvement and planning our 
future role in this urgent and vital cause. 
VAWA creates funding for prevention and 
supports comprehensive and effective 
services to the survivors of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking. 

 
Please inform us of information—happy, sad, and concern so that we can include it in The 

Communicator.  IF YOU DO NOT WANT INFORMATION INCLUDED, CONTACT 
LINDA FOSTER BY 9/30/14! (543-3041 OR ed@fosterdvm.com ) 

 

mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com


TEA AND TOMES:  Care to join us as we go to Ireland?  This month 

our afternoon book discussion group will be dining at Quentins by Maeve Binchy.  Is it 

possible to tell the story of a generation and a city through the history of a restaurant?  Ella 

Brady wants to film a documentary about Quentins that will capture the spirit 

of Dublin from the 1970's to the present day.  And Quentins has a thousand stories 

to tell--including Ella's.  Fans of Binchy and new readers alike will enjoy her colorful 

characters as she weaves together the story of their lives and their city.  Join us for tea and 

discussion on Tuesday, September 23, 2014 at 12:45 in the Spartan Room of the Charlotte 

Community Library. 

 

May 29, 2014. Tea and Tomes Book Club recently 

made a donation of $100 to the Charlotte 

Community Library for use in purchasing book 

box sets for patrons of book clubs. Tea and 

Tomes is a book discussion group of the General 

Federation of Women’s Club-Charlotte. The group 

regularly uses book box sets in their monthly 

meetings. Each month, GFWC women are 

encouraged to donate and purchase used books; 

the receipts from these book sales were given as a donation to the library. Pictured above 

are Karen Lewis, Adult Programming staff member for the Charlotte Community Library (left) 

and Brynda Filkins, Facilitator of Tea and Tomes Book Club presenting the check with one of 

the recently purchased book box sets. 

 

New!!  Evening Book Club 

“Literature & Libations” 

Hello Readers! For all of you who have busy daytime schedules, but 
would love to read and discuss books, how about joining us at Literature and Libations, an 
evening group similar to the fabulous Tea and Tomes. 

Our first book of the year will be The Newbury Award winning book, The Giver. A story of a 
perfect society where no one has emotion, varies from the plan of the community and one person 
holds all of the memories of emotion, the past and all things that are not according 
to plan. 

We will have our first gathering on Wednesday, September 24, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
home of Elizabeth Siler, located at 1022 Northway Dr., Charlotte.  Anyone 
interested, please contact Elizabeth at ebsiler@gmail.com  

 

mailto:ebsiler@gmail.com


ESO 

EPSILON SIGMA OMICRON 

Epsilson ten sautou hoden 

“Enlighten your own pathway” 
 

ESO is an honorary educational society open to all GFWC members.  The purpose of ESO is to promote a 

commitment to lifelong learning and self-improvement through reading.  It is intended to offer a path to 

self-enrichment and personal growth for all members, not just those who participate in a book discussion 

club. 

 

GOALS: 

 To encourage clubwomen’s pursuit of higher education 

 To create an additional means to unite women in volunteerism 

 To develop a support network for women returning to school 

 To improve current and develop new study skills 

 To stimulate systematic home reading and study with minimum supervision 

 To encourage the establishment of home libraries and greater use of public libraries 

 To encourage the formation of reading/study/discussion groups 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES: 

ESO members are encouraged to participate in club programs such as 

 Reading 

 Participating in reading/study/discussion groups 

 Working to achieve higher ESO levels 

 Continuing to pursue self-improvement through personal study 

 

 Reading is, of course, the main responsibility of an ESO member.  Our book discussion group, 

Tea and Tomes, is a separate entity; one does not need to be in the book group to pledge ESO.  Members 

may read from an ESO published reading list (available at GFWC.org/ESO) or they may choose alternate 

titles.  A report form must be maintained by each member and forwarded to the local chairperson, who, in 

turn, will forward report totals to the state ESO chairperson.  Reporting is done in late-December of each 

year.  State ESO chairs will issue certificates and awards based on report forms received.  A pledge form 

must be completed to enroll as an ESO member (download available at www.gfwc-charlotte.com).  Brynda 

Filkins is the local chairperson; call her with questions at 541-3698.  Every GFWC member is encouraged 

to pledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/


Remembrances . . . 
Jo Gager’s daughter, Mary Drew, ongoing health issues. 
Charlene Sutherland, heart  issues 
Joyce Sparks – husband, Ken, admitted to Sensations 

 

 

Birthdays  Anniversaries 
 

Late September 
       18 Shelby & Scott Butler 
17  Bev Trumley     18  Eva & Eric Crandall 
19  Betty Crandall     24 April & Joe Brooks 
25  Nancy Holtz       
27  Dianna Rabey     27  Sue & Paul Berger 
28  Katie  Dornbos     29  Carol & Lee Monroe 
28  Beth Fry      30  Fran & Dave Fuller 

                                            Early  October 
01  Judy Whitkopf     02  Sharon & Larry Adams 
02  Suzette Weaver     05  Donna W. & Richard Johnson 
05  Sandy Maatsch      
13  Lori Pray       
14  Joy St. John                                         15  Donna S. & Leonard Johnson 
15  Marlene Darin 

 

 

 

 

Suzette Weaver was presented with new member items by 

Fran Fuller, Membership Chair and  President, Dianna 

Rabey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know of someone in our club who could 

use a hand – ride to appointments, meal brought 

in, sent a card, visitor, listener, shopper, etc.? 

Contact Mary Remenak  541-0382 

 

 

 



 

 

 

USED BOOKS FOR SALE!  Are you looking for a reading bargain?  

Look for our Used Book table at every GFWC meeting.  The prices of 50 

cents and $1 can't be beat!  We welcome your purchases and your donations.  

The money collected is used by the members of Tea and Tomes for book 

related projects.  This past year, money from the used books and donations 

from generous Tea and Tomes members, was given to the Charlotte 

Community Library for the purchase of sets of books.  These "book box" sets 

are used by our members and by several other book clubs in the community.  

So, grab a good read for a good cause! 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

There has been a change in our candy supplier for 2014.  Uncle 

Al's Pecans has been bought out by a candy company named Terri Lynn, Inc. of Elgin, Il. 

We ordered product samples that were available at our September 12th meeting.  

Once again you will place your order in October, with delivery in November.  You can 

order again in November. with delivery in December..  In order for us to get free shipping 

we  must have 48 items ordered each month.  Let's make this our best sales year ever. 

 SELL, SELL, SELL!!!!!!!   IT'S EASY!!!!      

 

To obtain order forms, or if you have questions?  Please contact Judy Whitkopf:  543-

6154 or ojwhit60@gmail.com  

______________________________________________________________________ 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
The purpose of this Foundation is to help GFWC MI club women with continuing education.  It does not 
mean one must be working toward a degree.  Our scholarships are meant to support our club members 
in learning more about what is of interest to them and utilizing this knowledge for the benefit of club 
and community.  The ability to pay is not a consideration. Several   of our members have taken 
advantage of this opportunity in the past.  Call me for an application or download one from our Club 
website!  www.gfwc-charlotte.com  
 
LINDA FOSTER (543-3041 or ed@fosterdvm.com ) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Submit the name of a club member whom you feel deserves to be Ms. Federation. 

This award is presented to a person who has an avid interest in promotion and support of 
Federation goals and programs.  This can be demonstrated by sponsoring new members, 
attending district, regional, state or national conventions, and being involved with various GFWC 
activities. 

Contact Patty Greene for more information.greenepatr@gmail.com  543-7564. 

mailto:ojwhit60@gmail.com
http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/
mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com
mailto:information.greenepatr@gmail.com


If you don’t get reminded of meetings, contact Sherry Myers 517-749-6762, 

Sherry-myers@hotmail.com (Most communications will be in the form of email 

except for those without it.) 

CHECK THESE OUT. . . 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

(THIS SITE ALSO HAS DIRECT LINKS 

TO THE GFWC MI AND GFWC WEBSITES.) 

Check out our Facebook page and “like” it: 

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI 
 

 www.imembersdb.com    
(user name = your email; password = your first initial and last name) 

Contact Linda for help in registering for the October meeting online. 

 (543-3041) 

 

Save the date – Friday, September 11, 2015 -  KALEIDOSCOPE 

 

DUES ARE DUE NOW.  ACTIVE $40, ASSOCIATE $50.  MAKE 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GFWC – CHARLOTTE,  

MAIL TO P. O. BOX 464, CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

 

Booklet Corrections: 

You get the booklet when you pay your dues.  Proofread and let me know changes! 

 

 

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The 
Club Communicator  to: 

Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041; 
ed@fosterdvm.com  

 

 

 

                

 

mailto:Sherry-myers@hotmail.com
http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/
http://www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI
http://www.imembersdb.com/
mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com


 

Mini Trips Update 
 
ArtPrize – Grand Rapids 
Thursday, September 25    cost = bring money for drivers gas & for lunch     
carpool from Alive at 9:30 am 
 

Grand Rapids will be full of art from around the world, indoors and out.  We will start downtown, 

have lunch at a local spot and stop by Meijer Gardens on the way home.  This will be an all-day 
trip and require quite a bit of walking.  Find more info at http://www.artprize.org  If you are 

interested in going please contact Jo or Jan. 
 

Detroit Institute of Art 
Tuesday, October 14     cost = $8 admission & money for drivers gas, lunch & dinner    
carpool from Alive at 9:00 am 
 
Come and explore the DIA and see one of our state’s gems.  We will have our lunch at Kresge 

Court at the museum.  On our way home, we’ll stop in Chelsea for dinner.  Our car pool will 
include an “early car” for those not wishing to stop on the way home.  Find more info at 

http://www.dia.org.  If you are interested in going please sign up! 

 
Marshall Holiday Shopping 

Wednesday, November 12    cost = bring money for drivers gas, shopping & lunch    
carpool from Alive at 10:00 am 
 

Come and visit our neighbor to the south and you might just find that special holiday gift.  
Marshall has a great “Main Street” experience with a variety of shops.  We’ll meet for lunch and 

“charge” on!  Please let us know if you’d like to join us! 
 
Trips carpool from Al!ve – park near the pavilion  ∙  All trips can accommodate only a limited 

number of participants, spaces will be filled first-come first-serve basis.  ∙  Non-members are 

always welcome to join us on our mini trips 
 

Any ideas for future trips let us know – 
Jo Vanderstelt 517-281-1301www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com or Jan Day 513-833-1246 

www.jan_day@ymail.com  

 
 

 

 

 
Marilyn Monroe Hart 
Linda Foster 
Dianna Rabey 
Fran Fuller 
Julie Dartt 

 
September 11, 2014 
Portage, MI 

http://www.artprize.org/
http://www.dia.org/
http://www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com/
http://www.jan_day@ymail.com/


 

 

August 8, 2014 – dinner after GFWC MI 

Board Meeting at Bennigan’s in Mt. 

Pleasant 

Darlene, Berent, Becky Devenney, 

Donna Brown, Fran Leonard, Linda 

Foster, Sue Johnson, Joyce Iltis, Joan 

Boroff, and Diane Follis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 9, 2014 – Advisory Board Meeting 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 

Linda Foster, Margie Carter 

Dianna Rabey, Marilyn Monroe Hart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Foster is installed as GFWC MI 

Secretary at the April 2014 Convention 

 

Past State President Janet Kohn 

performed the ceremony.  Connie 

Hopkins, Treasurer; Donna Brown 1
st
 

VP; and Fran Leonard, President were 

also installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SIREN/EATON SHELTER – DONATIONS APPRECIATED.   

Contact Jessica Edel for more information.  Jes_edel@yahoo.com 517-213-9648 
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GFWC - CHARLOTTE 

P. O. BOX 464 

CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI  

www.imembersdb.com  
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