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“Love, Hugs & Kisses “–  
            author 
Karen Crouch, Speaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VP & Membership Chair,  

Fran Fuller 

introduces new members, 

Joni Risner & Brenda Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club members were encouraged to support 

SIREN/Eaton Shelter this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
This is the time of year when many of us are ready to store our summer clothes and are looking at our fall 

and winter wardrobes deciding what to keep and what to eliminate from our closets.  
 Eaton Clothing and Furniture Center (ECFC) is looking for women’s clothing 

suitable for job interviews.  The women they help need of suits with skirts or pants and appropriate blouses 

or tops, dresses with jackets, and nearly new shoes.  Please help them help women dress for success.  A 

well fitting suit or outfit can help a woman look good on the outside and provide a healthy dose of self 

esteem also.  If you have clothing that can help some woman feel more confident when she interviews for a 

job, please donate it to ECFC.  Clothing may be dropped off at Eaton Clothing and Furniture Center during 

business hours. 

Mon-Tues   10am-6pm   

Wed, Thur, Fri   10am-3:30pm and 

 Saturday 10am-2pm 

 

 

 
October, National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Did you know: 

 An estimated 296,980 new cases of breast cancer were expected to be diagnosed among 

women in the U.S. this year. 

 Approximately 39,620 are expected to die from breast cancer annually. This is the 

second highest mortality rate for cancer in women.  

 Early detection is a proven powerhouse in surviving and thriving. 

 YOU can help increase awareness and support access to extraordinary care. 

 BE SURE TO GET YOUR MAMMOGRAM! 

 

USED BOOKS FOR SALE!  Are you looking for a reading bargain?  

Look for our Used Book table at every GFWC meeting.  The prices of 50 cents and $1 can't be beat!  We 

welcome your purchases and your donations.  The money collected is used by the members of Tea and 

Tomes for book related projects.   So, grab a good read for a good cause! 

 

Tea and Tomes:  Lois Lowry's Newberry Award winning book is 20 years old this year.  

We will celebrate by reading The Giver on October 28th, 12:45-2:30 pm, in the Spartan Room 

of the Charlotte Community Library.  In the book, Jonas lives in a perfect society.  There is no 

pain, poverty, divorce, delinquency, etc.  In his community, one's life work is chosen by the 

Elders.  Jonas is chosen as the next Receiver of Memories.  Soon, he must make a decision that 

will test his courage, intelligence and stamina.  Please join us!  

Sneak Peek:  The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline, Nov. 25th. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Board Talk – Dianna Rabey            

 

 

 
The month of October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. This is also a Signature 

Project for GFWC. I want to thank all of you for the monetary and wish list donations you brought to the last meeting for 

SIREN. You are such a generous group of women. 

They will be having their annual candlelight vigil and open house on Thursday, October 16 at SIREN/ Eaton Shelter, 520 

Robinson St., from 6:30-7:30 and you are all invited. They also will be having their Holiday Tea on Sunday, November 

16, at St. Mary Parish Hall. This event is a lot of fun and a great fundraiser for SIREN. When many of you joined GFWC 

you expressed an interest in helping SIREN. You can call 517-543-0748 to volunteer your services. 

 

The last week in October is Advocate for Children Week. GFWC-Charlotte does a great job of advocating for children by 

supporting: 

 

1. RIF - READING IS FUNDAMENTAL: We have supported this program in Charlotte since 1996. Books are purchased 

twice a year and distributed to all second graders. The mission of RIF is to help children understand the value of books 

and develop a greater interest in reading. Members visit classrooms once in the fall and once in the spring. During the 

visit a story is read and then books are displayed so that each student may choose a book. We have a $750 line item in 

our budget for this project each year and our chairperson also applies for an additional grant.   

 

2. READ TO ME: is a program at St. Mary School where members read to students in kindergarten, first  and second 

grade on Wednesdays. Volunteers may bring  an age-appropriate book of their own choosing or the teacher will provide a 

book for them to read. 

 

3. KIND NEWS: This is an award-winning classroom newspaper for children in grades K through 6. Kind News is 

published and distributed by the Humane Society. Classrooms receive an age appropriate newsletter 5 times a year with 

a teacher guide. It encourages good character in children with an emphasis on kindness to animals, respect for natural 

habitats, good citizenship and peaceful conflict resolution. Charlotte-GFWC has an “Adopt- a-Classroom” program here 

and this year, 29 members support 33 classrooms. 

 

4. TIDE ME OVER is a program started by the First Baptist Church in Charlotte that feeds low-income 4th-6
th
 grade 

Charlotte students every weekend. Our members that help with the program came to GFWC and asked us to support 2 

students with a donation of $320. We did this last year and again this year. When we had our Information Fair, Mona 

Ellard spoke and told us they were short the support for 7 students. You and the visitors at that meeting came through and 

came up with $1120; exactly what they needed. You are amazing. 

 

5. GUIDING HARBOR WAS FOUNDED BY GFWC MI in 1958 to meet the needs for quality group care services for 

children. Their mission is to improve the quality of life for children and families. They have Loch Rio Residential Treatment 

program which offers girls the opportunity to improve their emotional and behavioral functioning.  They also offer 

supervised independent living programs and a foster care program. We support them with a $100 line item from our 

budget, a basket for their annual auction and items from their wish list. So far this year, we have donated $250. If you 

would like to donate to Guiding Harbor you can write a check to GFWC-Charlotte and send it to Marlene Darin and write 

Guiding Harbor in the memo. 

 

I have given you lots of information on how you can advocate for children and I don’t expect members to give to 

everything. Find out what your passion is and help with that. 

 

Thank you so much! 

Dianna 

 

tel:517-543-0748


Remembrances . . . 
Dick Rann, Shirley’s husband – died 

Chuck Rabey, Dianna’s husband – heart issues 

 

FORMER MEMBERS DIED: 

 

Betty Geary  
(August 16, 1921 - September 20, 2014) 
 
Betty (Keller) Geary of Battle Creek, MI, formerly of Charlotte, age 93 died Saturday, Sept. 
20, 2014 at Bronson Battle Creek Hospital. Betty was born Aug. 16, 1921 in Lansing, MI the 
daughter of Roy S. and Orphia (Caswell) Keller. She was a retired employee of Kellogg Co. of 

Battle Creek with 30 years of service. She was a member of the First Lutheran Church of 

Charlotte and Trinity Lutheran Church of Battle Creek. She was a member of the Charlotte 
Country Club, had volunteered delivering Meals on Wheels and while in Florida served as a 
Teachers Aide. Surviving are: her daughter, Deborah Truxal of Battle Creek; step son, Rob 
Geary of Washington; step daughter, Cheryl Geary of Atlanta, GA; 11 grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren and her sister, Irene Kunkle of Charlotte. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Gearld Geary and 2 sons, Eric Robinson and Larry Robinson. Funeral services will be 

held at 11:00 AM Thursday, Sept. 25, 2014 at the First Lutheran Church, 550 E. Shepherd St., 
Charlotte with Pastor Timothy Olson officiating. Interment will be in the Maple Hill Cemetery, 
Charlotte. Visitation will be held on Wednesday from 5-8 PM at the Burkhead-Green Funeral 
Home of Charlotte. Memorial contributions are suggested to the Diabetes Association or the 
Alzheimers Association. Arrangements by Burkhead-Green Funeral Home. www.burkhead-
greenfuneralhome.com. 
 

Dorothy Leeser (February 26, 1932 – October 4, 2014) 
 
Dorothy Marie (Sorensen) Leeser, 82, of Charlotte, MI, died Saturday, October 4, 

2014. She was born on February 26, 1932 to Aage and Ebba (Nielsen) Sorensen in 

Detroit, MI, and celebrated her Danish heritage as an active member in the Danish 

Evangelical Lutheran Church where she sang in the choir. Dorothy was raised in a 

musical family as her father was a classical musician and professor at Grand View College in Des Moines, 

IA, where he met Dorothy's mother, Ebba.  

 

Dorothy graduated from River Rouge High School in 1949, attended Wayne State University and 

transferred to Ferris State Institute where she met and married Robert Leeser. The couple graduated from 

the Ferris College of Pharmacy in 1955. While attending Ferris, Dorothy started the Alpha Iota chapter of 

Lamda Kappa Sigma. She sang in the college choir and traveled extensively throughout Michigan 

promoting Ferris. 

After graduation, Robert and Dorothy moved to Dearborn, MI, where both practiced pharmacy in the down 

river communities. While in Dearborn, she supported Robert as he acquired his medical degree. Dorothy 

and Bob with their three children moved to Charlotte in the fall of 1968 where Bob joined a thriving 

medical practice. Their fourth child was born in 1972 at Hayes Green Beach Memorial Hospital. 

Dorothy was an active community member singing in her church choir at Peace Lutheran and the Charlotte 

Women's Club Choir, delivering Mobile Meals, volunteering with the HGB Auxiliary and working at the 

hospital gift shop with many of her friends. She was the treasurer at Peace Lutheran Church for 10 years. 

Dorothy was a Girl Scout leader for her daughter where she taught lifelong skills. Some of her favorite 

activities included snow skiing in northern Michigan and Colorado and visiting relatives. Travels included 

special trips to Mexico, Hawaii, Germany, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand and the Caribbean. 

Dorothy, with her family, attended the Rose Bowl game three times cheering on her beloved University of 

Michigan. She loved anything and everything blue.  

http://www.burkhead-greenfuneralhome.com/
http://www.burkhead-greenfuneralhome.com/


Dorothy is survived by her husband Robert, of 60 years; children Kenneth (Karen) Leeser of Charlotte, NC, 

Karla (Steve) Craft of Clarkston, MI, Carrie (Sidney) Hoeksema of Grand Rapids, MI, and Neil Leeser of 

Phoenix, AZ; nine grand children; three great grand children; siblings, Mae (Jim) Earle, Robert (Pam) 

Sorensen and David (Pam) Sorensen. 

 

Visitation will be held on Thursday, October 9, 2014 from 2:00 to 4:00PM and 6:00 to 8:00PM at Pray 

Funeral Home in Charlotte. The funeral service will be held at Peace Lutheran Church in Charlotte on 

Friday, October 10 at 11:00AM with Reverend David Keller and Reverend Sarah Friesen Carper 

officiating. Contributions suggested for Hayes Green Beach Memorial Hospital or Purplecommunity.com  

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 
                       Late October 

         

19 Wendee Morse      22 Chris & Tim Olson  

        29 Elizabeth & Steve Siler 
20 Donna W. Johnson     31 Mary & Richard Remenak 
25 Jan Day 
28 Shirley Hirt 
29 Julie Dartt 
 
30 Carol Rossio   
30 Pam Jarvi                                

    Early November 

02 Martha Limauro  
09 Regina Sober 
19 Nathalie Weseman     15 Carolyn & Jeff Maier 
19 Carol Little 

 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:  Amy Krizek, Joni Risner, Linda Yeager and 

Brenda Young.  See separate email to learn about them. 

 

 

Changes to Little Green Booklet: 

Jan Day – area code should be 913 
Karen Elsesser moved to Associate 
Nola Buck moved to Active 
Pam Jarvi dropped her land line.  Use 517-282-1599 
Patty Retzer has a new cell phone number:  517-303-7457 
Diane Ruswick:  add Grand Ledge, MI 48837; cell should be 517-927-2432 
It is Jeanne Tomasek, not Jeannette. 
 



Mini Trips  
 

 
ARTPRIZE IN 
GRAND RAPIDS 
 
October 2014 
 
 
 
Susie Sevitts 
Sally Jewell 
Jo Vanderstelt 
Barb Vandermolen 
Patty Retzer 
Julie Dartt 
Donna M. Johnson 
Ellen Fuller 
Jan Day       
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jo talking with artist 
Sandra Bryant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Marshall Holiday Shopping 

Wednesday, November 12    cost = bring money for drivers gas, shopping & lunch    
carpool from Alive at 10:00 am 
 
Come and visit our neighbor to the south and you might just find that special holiday gift.  

Marshall has a great “Main Street” experience with a variety of shops.  We’ll meet for lunch and 

“charge” on!  Please let us know if you’d like to join us! 
 
Trips carpool from Al!ve – park near the pavilion  ∙  All trips can accommodate only a limited 

number of participants, spaces will be filled first-come first-serve basis.  ∙  Non-members are 

always welcome to join us on our mini trips 
 

Any ideas for future trips let us know – 
Jo Vanderstelt 517-281-1301www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com or Jan Day 513-833-1246 

www.jan_day@ymail.com  

http://www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com/
http://www.jan_day@ymail.com/


 

This award is presented to a person who has an avid interest in promotion and support of 
Federation goals and programs.  This can be demonstrated by sponsoring new members, 
attending district, regional, state or national conventions, and being involved with various GFWC 
activities. 

At the Yankee Air Museum, Ypsilanti, MI.  $50/ person includes admission to the 

Museum, silent auction, and  live auction.  Many surprises.  Wear military uniforms or 

1940’s era dress.  Tickets available through Terese Whitten at tmwhitten01@gmail.com 

or call 231-878-4150.  No tickets at the door. 

 

GFWC – Charlotte at the HGB Women’s Health Experience at 

AL!VE October 4th 

 
Linda Foster & Dianna Rabey “manned” the GFWC – Charlotte Display 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Fulton with Dianna Rabey     Jessica Edel & Katie Dornbos at registration desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The 
Club Communicator  to: 

Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041; 
ed@fosterdvm.com  

mailto:tmwhitten01@gmail.com
mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com


 
Entertainment will be provided by brothers Scott and Mike McMath of 

"Empty Canvas" who perform great cover and fun original music as a 

background for an original painting that will be auctioned at the end of 

the evening.  Art work donated to the Education Foundation by Park West 

Gallery will also be auctioned in both silent and live auctions during the 

evening.  Many of the pieces that will be auctioned are on display at AL 

!VE, Evelyn Bay , and the second floor of City Hall.  

  

Advance tickets for the event are $10 each and include entrance to the 

event, light snacks, and drinks.  Tickets at the door are $15.   Craft beer 

and wine will be available for purchase.  A 50/50 drawing will be part of 

the event activities.  

 Doors open at 7:00 p.m. with opportunities to preview the auction items.  

Entertainment will begin at 8:00 p.m. 

  

Tickets can be purchased from Foundation Board members, at CPAC, Eaton Area Senior Center and Evelyn Bay .  All 

proceeds from the event will continue to fund the CPS Education Foundation Endowment Fund and annual Classroom 

Mini-Grants.  Information regarding the event can be found at:  cpsef14@yahoo.com or by calling 517-749-1229. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC - CHARLOTTE 

P. O. BOX 464 

CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI  

www.imembersdb.com  

 

 

mailto:cpsef14@yahoo.com
http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/
http://www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI
http://www.imembersdb.com/

